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where goods are not required to pay a duty
on passing from one side to the other. The
increase in the number of European States
need have mattered nothing in itself. As it
is, the prevalent disease of economic
nationalism makes every subdivision of
greater units into smaller (the territory of the
old Austria-Hungary is now shared between
seven different States) a disaster on all material
grounds.
With the transfer of territory marked
by the shifting of frontiers went of necessity
a transfer of the population living on those
territories. Hungarians found themselves
Rumanian, German-speaking Austrians
Italian, and Bulgarians Greek. The world,
seeing new minorities created and special
rights accorded them by treaty, began to
think and talk as though a minority problem
had leaped into existence for the first time in
history. Memories are short and reflection
not always deep. There are, in point of
fact, smaller minority populations living
under alien rule to-day than there were in
July 1914, but the very fact that for the first
time on any general scale their rights have
been recognised and guaranteed by treaty
serves to focus attention on the cases, which
are many, of failure to honour the guarantee.